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During TFN’s more
than 20-year history,
we have talked a lot about
evolution, pretty much always in
the context of science education.

This time, however, I want to
tell you about TFN’s evolution. By
several measures, the organization
in 2018 experienced many changes
and tremendous growth. And YOU
have been a big part of that.

TFN still holds its founding
principles - religious freedom, civil
liberties and strong public schools
- near and dear. But we’ve also
branched out. For instance,
we recognize that positive
statewide change must start at
the local level. As such, we now

“[TFN has...]
experienced many
changes and

tremendous growth.
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TFN President
Kathy Miller

advocate in communities for
progressive policies like paid sick
time and criminal justice reform.

All of this work, of course,
requires extra sets of hands. Our
staffis now the biggest it has ever
been, with an expanded field team
across the state, arobust digital
team and added staff to work
with clergy and progressive faith
communities.

TFN evolved because we know
we can play an important role in
bringing meaningful and positive
change for all Texans. Our state
and nation are facing some serious
challenges that we need to confront
with every resource we have, and
the most recent election showed
that Texans are stirring - voting
in bigger numbers and with more
enthusiasm than in recent memory.

With your continued support,
TFN will continue to evolve in a
positive way. And, together, I'm
certain we’ll be able to face all of
those challenges for the sake of a
better Texas. A Texas that trumps
the politics of anger, division and
resentment. A Texas that truly
works for all of us who live and
work here.5x
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TEXAS RISING,
TO NEW LEVELS
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er headline
credited young people for
driving record turnout for
amidterm election. At the
University of Texas-Rio
Grande Valley, pictures on
social media showed long
lines throughout the early
voting period. For Texas
State University, county
leaders were forced to extend
early voting hours at the

San Marcos campus due to
increased demand.

‘What those locations have
in common: there you will
find strong chapters of TFN’s
program, Texas Rising.

Tens of thousands of young
voices will have a say in how
we shape our state now and for
the next generations.

Texas Rising is, in fact,
rising. To new levels. 5t

Texas Rising activists

60,000
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Presence on

20+ colleges
and universities

Took an active
role advocating

for immigrant
communities and
criminal justice

reform
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A YEAR THAT
PROVIDED VICTORIES
AND EXPANDED
OUR WORK

2018 took the Texas Freedom Network everywhere from its familiar

battleground at the Texas State Board of Education to local city councils to

advocate for positive statewide change that can start at the local level.

It was a year of successes on all of these fronts — a year in which TFN turned the

resistance of 2017 into the resurgence of 2018.

PAID SICK

Austin became the first
city in Texas to require
that employees have the
opportunity to earn
paid sick leave.

San Antonio would
soon follow. It’s the
kind of local policy
TFN and its partners
have been pushing for
in local communities
in hopes that one day it
can become the stan-
dard in all parts of the
state. All workers de-
serve the right to earn
paid sick - it’s good for
workers, their fami-
lies and for employers.
And in a state where
accessing some repro-
ductive health services
can become a multi-day
ordeal, paid sick isa
reproductive justice
issue, too.

4 | Annual Report

SOCIAL STUDIES
The Texas State Board
of Education in 2018
agreed to revise its
distorted social studies
standards for history
first approved in 2010.
We scored important
victories, including
forcing the board to
finally acknowledge
that slavery was the
central cause of the
Civil War. But the board
kept some of their
other favorite distor-
tions. They declined to
remove language that
says the Civil War was
about “states’ rights.”
And Moses, incredibly,
remains listed as an
influence on America’s
founding documents.

TFN BY THE NUMBERS
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Get-Out-The-Vote
messages sent this year

»300,000 ¢

TFN Members in all

legislative
districts

Candidates endorsed

this election cycle

THE MOST IN TFN HISTORY
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MEXICAN-
AMERICAN
STUDIES

Our schools took an
important step forward
when the State Board of
Education voted to cre-
ate an elective course

in Mexican-American
studies. It was the
culmination of a multi-
year effort by TFN and
its partners that will
give students the oppor-
tunity to learn an in-
dispensable part of our
state’s history.

SUPPORT
FOR ASYLUM

SEEKERS

The Trump Adminis-
tration’s policy of sep-
arating children from
their parents seeking
asylum at the southern
border was cruel and
inhumane. TFN joined
our partners in the Rio
Grande Valley to
organize protest rallies
and advocacy efforts to
demand an end to the
policy and for the
immediate reunifica-
tion of families.
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Rally at the

State Board of
Education to
demand the board
#TeachTheTruth.
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FAMILIE!

)

LAS FAMILIAS
MERECEN

TFN joined with partners in Austin
and across the country to demand
an end to family separation.

THE HEIDI
GROUP GETS

THE BOOT
In 2017, in their effort
to strip funding from

CANDIDATE

Planned Parenthood,
= N DO.RS = M ENTS state officials gave the
A historic election e bertioran
meant TFN increased Group millions of
its support for candi- dollars in contracts for
dates who pledged 10 women’s health services
fight for our neighbor- it was not qualified to
hood publ%c SC}.IOOIS’ provide. Predictably,
reproductive rights and The Heidi Group failed.
full equality for LGBTQ Ina galling move, of-
Texans. That’s Why TFN ficials renewed their
issued its largest- contracts. News of that
ever slate of endorsed renewal came to light
candidates for the U.S. e A e
SfenaFe, apivotal uncovered by TFN
district attorney’s race and the Campaign for
in Dallas County, select Accountability

statewide offices, the
Texas Legislature and
- of course - the State
Board of Education.

In October 2018, the
state announced it
would cancel the group’s
remaining contracts
and launch an investiga-
tion into how the funds
were spent.

TFN served as a leading
voice in the coalition to
pass paid sick ordinances
in Austin, San Antonio
and Dallas.
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Faith Leaders at the
Texas Capitol.

FAITH VOICES FOR EQUALITY

Texas Believes toured the state for a series of town halls
to ensure that a faith perspective in support of fairness
for all Texans is represented and heard by state leaders.

In 2017, the Texas Legislature took its attack on
LGBTQ equality to a new level when some of its
leaders insisted on a “bathroom bill” that targeted
transgender Texans for discrimination. There is

a good chance similar legislation will be back in
years to come. That’s why Texas Believes, a project
of TFN and Equality Texas, continues to recruit
faith leaders who will speak boldly about how
their faith calls them to support LGBTQ Texans.
Following the Masterpiece Cakeshop ruling by
the Supreme Court, which left the door open for
legalized discrimination in the name of religion,
Texas Believes toured the state for a series of town
halls to ensure that a faith perspective in support
of fairness for all Texans is represented and heard
by state leaders. %

FAITH IN REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

Just Texas believes women, not politicians,
should be the decision-makers about

their reproductive health.

Just Texas continues to grow.

Just Texas now counts more than a
dozen Reproductive Justice Congrega-
tions across the state. This project, first
launched in 2015, uplifts the voices of
faith communities that support com-
prehensive reproductive health care for
Texas families, including access to safe
abortion care and affordable family
planning. Atthe state legislature in 2019
and beyond, Just Texas will be at the
Capitol to remind lawmakers that people
of faith believe women, not politicians,
should be the decision-makers about

their reproductive health.
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2018 FREEDOM COUNCIL

Thank you to all our activists, volunteers and donors. Your time,
talent and tribute made an impact in 2018

Naomi Aberly & Larry Lebowitz Mary Flanagan & Michael Lichtenstein James G. Lifshutz Kate Sherwood & Yogesh Sharma
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Suzanne & Ansel Aberly Katy & Ted Flato Libby & Dale Linebarger Shield-Ayres Foundation
AFSCME Judith Coffin & Willy Forbath Susan & Collin Loewen Judy Shure & Jim Mattingly
The Stanford & Joan Alexander Foundation Ford Foundation Sheila & Norman Loewenstern Lisa & Charles Siegel

Joan & Stanford Alexander Francie & David Frederick Judy & Bruce MacKenzie Lisa Simmons

Chinhui & Eddie Allen Friedel Family Foundation Joy & Ronald Mankoff The Simmons Foundation
Stephen Anderson Rhonda & Dr. Paul L. Gerson Elena & Kenneth Marks Barbara & Louis Sklar
Karen & Everett Anschutz Glast Family Charitable Fund Gail & Guillermo Marmol Andrea &Chad Smith
Maida & Paul Asofsky Amira Anne Glickman & Damon Steed Deborah Martin & Robert Sullivan David C. Smith & Chris Long
Jean & William Avera Suzan & Julius Glickman Sally R. McIntosh Susan & Tommy Smith
Bonnie L. Bain Cynthia Goldrick & Gordon Bowman Ann & Jim McMullan The Smothers Foundation
Carol M. Barger & William D. Elliott Melanie Gray & Mark Wawro Brett Merfish Nancy & John Solana

Diane Barlow Nancy Greig MFI Foundation The Soup Peddler

Becky Beaver & John Duncan Gail Griswold & Bill Brice Kathy Miller Paula & Gary Spencer
Margie Becker & Glenn Smith Elaina & Gary Gross Ginni & Richard Mithoff Lynn & Rabbi Sam Stahl
Maggie & David Bettner Rene Haas & David Perry Susan Moffat & Nick Barbaro Renee Stanley

Linda Biderman Jinks & Mike Hammer Ronald Moore Phyllis & Ronald Steinhart
Louis Black Harris County Civic Engagement Initiative Laura & Lew Moorman Anne Swenson

Glenna Halvorson Boyd & Curtis Boyd

Richard Hartgrove & Gary Cooper

Rev. Nancy & David Mossman

Judith Swift & Dr. Ron Wetherington

Mary L. Brandt, M.D. & Stacey Berg Philip C. Henderson Movement Voter Fund SXSW Community Fund

Suzee & Greg Brooks Sharon & Donald Henley The Neavel Family Temple Beth El Sisterhood

K & CS Brothers Fund Joan & David Hilgers New American Majority Fund Texas AFL-CIO

Suzanne Bryant & Sarah Goodfriend Hon. John Hirschi Sandy & Art Nicholson Texas AFT

Kaki & Larry Buck Hispanics in Philanthropy Dr. Nona Niland Texas State Teachers Association
Mary Kay & Dr. Gene Buinger Marty & Steve Hixon Linda & Lee Norris Fred Thorlin

Elizabeth Burr & Chris Hyams Marguerite Steed Hoffman Martha & David Norton Tides Foundation

Dixie Camp Hollyfield Foundation Cecilia & Tim Norwood UnidosUS

Elma Cantii Aldrete & James Aldrete Karen & Leonard Huber William Nye Ryan & Kristie Valentine

Marili Canti Burbes & Craig Burbes Megan K. Hulll Open Philanthropy Project Martha Vaughan

Maria Cantti Hexsel & Ricardo Hexsel Meta Hunt Ann Parrish Stephen & Kristine Wallace
Claudia & Otis Carroll Ichneumon Family Donor Advised Fund Margaret R. Payne ‘Way to Win

Lisa & Ky Cauble Diane Ireson & Rowl& Cook Janis & Joe Pinnelli Rebecca Webber

Cynthia C. Christner Rachel & Jonah Jackson Ann-Marie & Dr. Bob Price Ede & Bruce Weiner

Joni & Bob Cohan Susan S. Jacobson Timothy Price Carl Weisbrod

Caleb Coleman Rusty & John Jaggers Kelly Ranson Pamela & Rom Welborn
Communications Workers of America Joan Jenkins Macey & Harry Reasoner Melba & Ted Whatley

Serena Simmons Connelly Jolt Action Bonnie Reed & Stu Schlossberg Bev & Bob Wiemer

Nina Cortell & Robert L. Fine Mitchell Kaliff & Bruce Smiley-Kaliff Hon. Alec Rhodes Suzanne & Marc Winkelman
Katy & Matt Culmo Dr. Norman Kaplan Cecile Richards & Kirk Adams Peggy & Matt Winkler

Marjorie & Fred Currey Tom Kearns Dr. Joanne & Hamilton Richards Sarah Woelk & Phil Durst
Kathleen Curry & Roger Sawtelle Marguerite Kelly Kathy T. Rider LCSW, BCD Rowena Young & Buddy Steves
Jan Demetri & James L. Davis Harris & Eliza Kempner Fund Catherine & Will Rose Youth Engagement Fund

Lynne Dobson & Greg Wooldridge Alice Kleberg Reynolds Foundation Lisa & Steven Rudner Edith & Bob Zinn

Sally Drews Cindy & Greg Kozmetsky Betty Sanders

Sally & Tom Dunning Lisa & Peter Kraus Jan Sanders >t Freedom Council Members make a c
Robbie Edwards & Bob Kendrick Carole & Ronald Krist Mark Sanders 0f $1,000 or more annually. List as of 11/28/18.
The Jeff Eller Group Michael & Alice Kuhn Foundation Nancy Scanlan

Embrey Family Foundation Janey & Melvin Lack Dr. Cynthia Schneidler & Dr. James Brodsky

Amy & Lee Fikes Peggy Leff & Bruce Smith Peter S. Sherrod M.D.

TRIBUTE & HONOR GIFTS

IN HONOR OF

Margie Becker
By Jeff Eller

Dana & Michael Blevins
By Jean Dordek

Rhonda Gerson
By Deborah Tucker

Diane Ireson
By Catherine Cook

Alice & Michael Kuhn
By Diane Israel

Judy MacKenzie
By Mike Harris

Kathy Miller
By Dr. Mark Chancey

Deedee Ostfeld

By Rhonda Glick

By Sandy Harris

By Terry Hausner

By Cookie Portnoy

By Jody Sweed

By Ede & Bruce Weiner
By Ferne & Joel Winograd

Maya Patel
By Kassie Barroquillo

Zoraima Pelaez
By Kathryn Jaroszewicz

Julie Pipho
By Cynthia Meininger

TFN Staff

By Rev. Dr. Larry Bethune
Patricia Vaughan

By Marty Vaughan

Ellen Wood
By Nancy P. Dennis

Edith & Bob Zinn
By Gloria & Joe Pryzant

IN MEMORY OF

Rev. George A. Holland
By Patricia G. Holland

Mendel S. Kaliff

By Jennie &
Stanley Schoenbaum

Kevin Kennedy
By Elna Christopher

William McAdam
By Katherine Sherwood

Deena Mersky
By Julie Schechter
By Lottie Shapiro

John Mitchell
By Peggy Mitchell

Daniel Quinn
By Friends of Daniel Quinn

Ofelia Vasquez
By Melba Vasquez
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Return Service Requested

Sign up for our
mobile alerts
by texting ‘TFN’
t0 97779 to stay

updated on how
you can help us
build a better
Texas.




