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#RESIST
PLEASE VISIT  

TFN.ORG/RESISTANCE 
TO HEAR TFN’S 

MESSAGE ON THE YEAR 
OF RESISTANCE. 
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TFN STAFF
Kathy Miller 
President

Val Benavidez 
Outreach and Field Director

Sandra J. Calderon 
Office Administrator

Erica Faulkenberry 
Digital Engagement Coordinator

Rachel Glast 
Development Director

Rae Martinez 
Regional Field Organizer

José Medina 
Deputy Communications Director

Sonja Miller 
Outreach and Faith Coordinator

Zoraima Pelaez 
Deputy Development Director

Dan Quinn 
Communications Director

Nick Savelli 
Outreach and Field Manager

Andrea Segovia 
Regional Field Organizer

Ryan Valentine 
Deputy Director

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS

Sally Drews, Chair
James Aldrete
Paula Arnold
Margie Becker
Rev. Dr. Larry Bethune
Rabbi Neil Blumofe
Mark Chancey
Stephanie Chiarello  
   Noppenberg
Cary Clack
Joni Cohan
Phil Durst
Hon. Sarah Eckhardt
Jessica Epperson
Olac Fuentes
Rhonda Gerson
Diane Ireson,
Rabbi Neal Katz
Dale Linebarger
Carisa Lopez
Ann Parrish
Cecile Richards
Susan Smith

TFN President Kathy 
Miller delivers the closing 

speech to 10,000 science 
advocates at the March 

for Science-Austin on 
Earth Day 2017.

On the morning of Nov. 9, 2016, the country, and the 
world, woke up to a reality that a majority of Americans 
did not want or expect.

Many of us experienced emotions that ranged from 
confusion to outright fear. But before that day after the 
election was even over, we began to see our friends and 
partners pick themselves up and rally around a single 
word: RESIST.

2017 became the year to RESIST the forces that seek to 
take away our rights and divide our state and country.
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T OP :  Texas Rising activists march 
to the Capitol during the 2017 

legislative session to meet with 
lawmakers.

MIDDL E:  The Texas Rising Summer 
Institute gathered young people 

from across Texas to train them to 
be activists in their communities.

BO T T OM:  Members of the Texas 
Rising chapter at Texas State 

University register new voters.

Texas Rising

THE RISING  
 GENERATION’S  
TIME IS NOW

By some estimates, it has already happened. Other 
estimates say it will happen in 2018. Regardless  
of when it happens, young people ages 18–35, also 
known as Millennials, will be the largest voting-eligible 
generation in the country for many years to come.

The goal of TFN’s program for student activists, Texas 
Rising, is to make sure this powerful voting bloc 
becomes engaged in the political process and stays that 
way – for life.

“  The Texas Rising  
 generation has the power  
 to reshape Texas into a 
 place that is fair and just to 
 all of us who live here. The 
 time to use the full extent 
 of that power is now.”

   —  Paxton Batchelder of Texas Rising at  

San Antonio College 

Texas  
Rising  

at a  
Glance

13  
Student chapters

        25,000  
Texas Rising activists 
across the state

Young voters 
registered:  

27,591



4  |  Annual Report

A YEAR OF 
RESISTANCE

Whether standing on our own or with our coalition partners, TFN was 
instrumental in several notable achievements in the first year of the resistance. 

Here are some highlights.

T OP :  TFN and other pro-LGBT 
equality groups organized activists 
at the state Capitol to repeatedly 
protest a discriminatory 
“bathroom bill,” which was 
defeated in both the regular and 
special legislative sessions.

L EF T : Legislators proposed 
numerous school voucher schemes, 
but TFN and our coalition partners 
stopped every one of them.

BO T T OM L EF T :  For the first time in 
decades, state science curriculum 
standards are free from creationist 
propaganda following a vote by the 
Texas State Board of Education 
in April. TFN celebrated this 
big victory the following day by 
helping to lead the March for 
Science in Austin. (Photo credit: 
Rob Santos)

BO T T OM RIGH T :  The TFN Education 
Fund released its latest in a series 
of groundbreaking reports on 
what is and isn’t being taught on 
sex education in Texas schools.
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TFN IN 
THE NEWS

In print, on the radio, online 
and on camera, TFN got its 

message out in 2017.

TFN BY THE NUMBERS

TFN supporters

Messages sent by TFN members to 
lawmakers during the legislative session

Text messages sent to 
TFN supporters

Rapid Response Alerts 
sent to TFN activists

Views of digital content

Media  
mentions

TFN members in all  
  state legislative   
  districts
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For too long, it seemed that only one narrow faith 
perspective, one that stood opposed to LGBT equality 
and access to reproductive care, was represented at  
the Texas Capitol.

No longer. TFN has recruited hundreds of progressive 
faith leaders to make their voices heard on issues like 
the discriminatory “bathroom bill” and on cruel and 
unnecessary abortion restrictions.

“  I can’t stress enough how 
important it is for people of 
faith to stand up and say, yes, 
we believe in equality and, yes, 
we believe in reproductive 
rights. Coming from faith 
leaders, it’s a powerful message 
that’s difficult to ignore.”

   —  Rev. Kim Smith, associate pastor at Central Presbyterian 

Church in Austin

Texas politicians are using lies about abortion to pass 
laws that make it more difficult or even impossible for 
women to access abortion care.

In 2017, the TFN Education Fund launched a major 
statewide advertising and public education campaign  
 – Lies into Laws – to call out the lies and those laws.

“  This campaign is about making 
sure Texans know that too 
many lawmakers have lied to 
them over and over again in 
an effort to shame and punish 
women who seek an abortion.”

   — TFN President Kathy Miller

Lies into Laws is focused on anti-abortion laws, but 
we also pushed back against the lies used to attack 
transgender Texans at the Capitol.

LIES INTO LAWS

MANY FAITHS, ONE 
GOAL: A BET TER TEX AS
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Naomi Aberly
Danneel Ackles
Elma Cantú Aldrete & James Aldrete
Joan & Stanford Alexander
Stanford & Joan Alexander Family Fund 
Chinhui & Edward Allen
Anonymous (8)
Everett Anschutz
Robbie & Tom Ausley
Inelle Bagwell & Pat Clark
Bonnie Bain
Diane Barlow
J. Cary Barton
Becky Beaver & John Duncan
Margie Becker & Glenn Smith
Jim Benedict
Nancy T. Beren & Larry S. Jefferson
Baron and Blue Foundation
Rabbi Neil Blumofe
Cecilia & Garrett Boone
Sandy Boone & Louis Black
Kelley Bowen
Glenna & Curtis Boyd
Mary Brandt & Stacey Berg
Suzee & Greg Brooks
Pam & Jeff Brown
Suzanne Bryant & Sarah Goodfriend
Kaki & Larry Buck
Marilí Cantú Burbes & Craig Burbes
Lize Burr & Chris Hyams
Judy & Patrick Cantilo
Claudia & Otis Carroll
Bettie Cartwright
Colleen Casey & Tim Maloney
Lisa & Ky Cauble
Cynthia C. Christner
Rani Clasquin & Eric Harslem
Joni & Bob Cohan
Serena Simmons Connelly
Katelena Hernandez Cowles & James Cowles
Mrs. William H. Crook
Beverly Dale
Patricia & David Davidson
J Leonard DeCarlo
Jan Demetri & Jim Davis
Lynne Dobson & Greg Wooldridge
Libby & Hon. Lloyd Doggett
Arlene G. Dryer
Sally & Tom Dunning

Penny & Edwin Einstein
Laura & Walter Elcock
Embrey Family Foundation
Liza & Dr. Alan Farrow-Gillespie
Amy & Lee Fikes
Nina Cortell & Bob Fine 
Marion T. Flores
Betsy Frantz
David O. Frederick
Barbara & Dr. David Gamble 
Friedel Family Foundation 
Rhonda & Paul Gerson
Al Giles
The Glast Family Charitable Fund
Ann Glazer & Barkley Stuart
Cynthia Goldrick & Gordon Bowman 
Melanie Gray & Mark Wawro
Gail Griswold & Bill Brice
Jane Halebian
Christina Harrison & Richard Linklater 
Janet Hebert
The Deena Jo Heide-Diesslin Foundation 
Sharon & Don Henley
Sandy & Kevin Henning
Maria Cantú Hexsel & Ricardo Hexsel 
Joan & David Hilgers
Hon. Gina Hinojosa & John Donisi 
Marty & Steve Hixon
Victoria Ford & Hon. Scott Hochberg 
Marguerite Steed Hoffman
Hollyfield Foundation
Houck Foundation
Human Rights Campaign
Diane Ireson & Rowland Cook
Rachel & Jonah Jackson
Susan Jacobson
Rusty & John Jaggers
Mitchell Kaliff & Bruce Smiley-Kaliff 
Mara & Jason Kanner
Dr. Norman Kaplan
Rabbis Nancy Kasten & David Stern 
Marguerite Kelly 
Harris & Eliza Kempner Fund
Gail & Jeff Kodosky
Cindy & Greg Kozmetsky
Lisa & Peter Kraus
Ronald Krist
Melvin Lack
John A. Lehner

Libby & Dale Linebarger
Shelley & Frank Livaudais
Sheila & Norman Loewenstern 
Claudette & Hugh Lowe
Amy Lowrey 
Judy & Bruce MacKenzie
Joy & Ronald Mankoff
Elena & Kenneth Marks
Debbie Martin & Robert Sullivan 
Catherine Mauzy & Hans Magnusson 
Sally R. McIntosh
Megan & Casey McManemin
Ann & Jim McMullan 
Nancy Merelli
Brett Merfish
MFI Foundation 
Barbara M. Miller
Kathy Miller
Ginni & Richard Mithoff
Susan Moffat & Nick Barbaro
Susan Mooberry & Gregory Patterson 
Ronald Moore
Laura Moorman
Rev. Nancy & David Mossman
The Neavel Family
David Newberger
Linda S. Norris
Martha & David Norton
Bettye & Bill Nowlin
Bill Nye the Science Guy
Kim & John O’Brien
Genevieve Padalecki
Ann C. Parrish
Margaret Payne
Janis & Joe Pinnelli
Ellen Prediger
Ann-Marie & Bob Price
Timothy Price
Kelly Ranson
Selwyn Rayzor & Rich Moses
Bonnie Reed & Stuart Schlossberg 
Alice Kleberg Reynolds Foundation 
Hon. Alec Rhodes
Kathy T. Rider, LCSW, BCD
Harriet Riley
Lisa & Steven Rudner
Emmy Ruiz & Stephanie Grabow 
Anita & Lorenzo Sadun
The Samuels Family Foundation

The Texas Freedom Network thanks all our generous supporters  
and regrets that we do not have space to list them all. 

2017 FREEDOM COUNCIL

IN HONOR OF
Carthy Bouressa 
By Claudia & Mark Langford

Maria Cantú Hexsel  
By Deborah Trejo

Elizabeth Cauthorn 
By Margaret & Fred Schellenberg

Joni Cohan 
By Lottie & Sander Shapiro

Carl Emerson-Price  
By Nancy B. Price

Blake Emerson-Price  
By Nancy B. Price

Rachel Glast 
By Picce & Bob Glast

Nigel Hammond  
By Nancy B. Price

Walker Hammond  
By Nancy B. Price

Jan & Mike Haney 
By Hedrich Michaelsen

Simon Humphreys  
By Nancy B. Price

Sydney Humphreys  
By Nancy B. Price

Diane Ireson  
By Bev Reeves

Rev. Dr. Daniel Kanter 
By Judy Youngblood & Dan Butler

Shelley Livaudais  
By Griffin Davis

TRIBUTE & HONOR GIFTS

Jan Sanders
Mary Sanger
Celia & Larry Schoenbrun 
Sherwood/Sharma Family
Judith Shure & James Mattingly 
William Sibley
Lisa & Charles Siegel
Lisa K. Simmons
Shawn Slywka & Kenneth Roe 
Andrea & Chad Smith
Clark Smith
David C. Smith & Chris Long
Susan & Tommy Smith
Nancy & John Solana
Paula & Gary Spencer
Lynn & Rabbi Sam Stahl
Renee L. Stanley
Phyllis & Ron Steinhart
Bob Stephenson
Rowena Young & Buddy Steves 
D. Ford Stuart
Judith Swift & Ron Wetherington 
SXSW Community Fund
Temple Beth El Sisterhood
Texas AFT
Texas State Teachers Association
The Simmons Foundation
Sue Tilis
Dara & Jeff Tillotson
Jasen Trautwein
Kristie & Ryan Valentine
Kristine & Stephen Wallace
Ede & Bruce Weiner
Carl Weisbrod
Pamela & Rom Welborn
Suzanne & Marc Winkelman
Peggy & Matt Winkler
Barbara W. Winston
Sarah Woelk & Phil Durst
Kellye & Kyle Wright Family Fund 
Lorraine Wulfe
Kimberly & Shannon Wynne
Joan Yaffe & Robert Baumgardner, Jr.
Edith & Bob Zinn

      Freedom Council Members make a commitment 
of $1,000 or more annually. List as of 11/30/17.

Anna Naim 
By Nancy B. Price

Emma Price 
By Nancy B. Price

Liam Price 
By Nancy B. Price

Lina Sadun 
By Anita & Lorenzo Sadun

Jefferson Beauregard Sessions III  
By George Caplan

Larissa Smith & Robin Friedrich  
By Cathryn & Rebecca Councill

Alice Van Zant  
By Mike Harris

Sophia & Gabriel Welch  
By Nancy B. Price

Emily Wilson & Nancy Yelle  
By Hedrich Michaelsen

Lisette Wilson 
By Hedrich Michaelsen

Edith & Bob Zinn 
By Gloria & Joe Pryzant

IN MEMORY OF 
Virginia Bethune  
By Joseph Phelps

Janice Boyd 
By David Anderson 
By Catherine Davis 
By Cynthia & Sandy Levinson

Kay Cole 
By Barbara Materka

Mendel S. Kaliff 
By Jennie & Stanley Schoenbaum

Harvey Milk  
By Lisa Haines

David MacBryde  
By Elizabeth Scott

Rusty Osborne  
By Cecilia Green

Dean Watson 
By Cynthia Spanhel
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History curriculum standards in Texas schools glorify the Confederacy and 
whitewash the history of slavery and the Civil War. Tell the State Board of 
Education to stop whitewashing history: T F N . O R G / H I S T O R Y

TFN.org   |   facebook.com/TexasFreedomNetwork   |   Twitter: @TFN


